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 Police involved in the 1975 
shooting of Bernard Whitehurst Jr. 
attempted to sweep the case under the 
rug, but now, AUM alum Foster Dickson 
is bringing his story out into the open. It 
was a late afternoon in December 1975 
when Bernard Whitehurst Jr. stepped 
outside for a stroll, not knowing that it 
would be the last that he would take. 
That same afternoon, police were 
searching for an armed robbery suspect 
who roughly matched Whitehurst’s 
description, and when they saw him, 
he was closely pursued. Whitehurst, 
who had a history of arrests, ran at the 
sight of the authorities. Shortly after, 
the unarmed Whitehurst was shot 
and killed, leaving behind a wife and  
four young children. 
	 Though	 the	 offending	 officer,	
Donnie Foster, insisted that Whitehurst 
had	shot	at	him,	two	other	officers	at	the	
scene saw no gun. The attempted cover-
up of Whitehurst’s murder led to a series 
of events that would change the history 
of Montgomery. Amidst the current 
nation-wide concern of police brutality 
against young men of color, Whitehurst’s 
son, Bernard Whitehurst III, approached 
Foster Dickson and asked him to  
tell his father’s story. 
 Since Dickson took on the 
story, he has spent countless hours 
interviewing the people involved and 
researching the case. “This is a long, 
sad story,” Dickson said. “Nobody won. 
The family didn’t win and the city didn’t 

win. This is a situation where everybody 
lost.” Over the past four years, the City 
of Montgomery has acknowledged 
the wrongful death of Whitehurst by 
creating a police training program which 
addresses cases like that of Whitehurst’s. 
Additionally, a historic marker has been 
placed in the lot on Holcombe Street 
where he was killed. “The city deserves 
some credit for trying,” Dickson said. 
Nonetheless, the family has not received 
compensation for their loss, and justice 
was never served. To learn more about 
Foster Dickson’s work and watch for 
the publication of his book, follow his 
 blog at www.fosterdickson.com.

	 When	 I	 first	 started	 college	
nearly four years ago, I never 
thought about coffee. Sure, I drank 
a Frappuccino or two at Starbucks in 
my high school days, but the idea of 
guzzling the hot refreshment every 
day wasn’t an appealing one. When 
I began my classes, exhaustion due 
to school, jobs and hobbies became 
the norm. I started with lattes to put 
some extra pep in my step – these 
beverages taste great and keep you 
going. However, once I factored in 
the calories, sugar and cost, I realized 
they were not for me. Afterwards, 
I commenced to ordering regular 
coffee with sweetener and creamer. 
This	 tasted	 fine,	 but	 the	 artificial	
sweeteners started making me sick. 
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The City of Montgomery has acknowledged the wrongful death of Bernard Whitehurst Jr. by placing a historic 
marker in the lot where he was killed. Photo courtesy of Foster Dickson.



Then, a friend of mine got me hooked 
on espresso shots and black coffee. 
After that, I never looked back. Normally, 
you would see me in line at least twice 
a day, at the AUMazing Bean ordering a 
black coffee or an Americano. 
 A few months later, I realized 
I had a problem. My stomach started 
hurting constantly, and my heart felt as 
if it was racing. According to Livestrong, 
these symptoms are normal, especially 
for those who drink excessive amounts 
of coffee or caffeine each day. Not to 
mention my teeth were starting to lose 
their shine. According to the American 
Dental Association, “frequent drinks 
of coffee and tea may also stain your 
teeth. If you do consume, make sure 
to drink plenty of water and try to keep 
the add-ons to a minimum.”  
 Caffeine was controlling my 
life. According to the FDA, caffeine can 
lead to dependence, which makes you 
need more of it. I knew that I had to 
do something about this, so I tried to 
give up coffee cold turkey for a week. 
Without coffee, I was cranky and tired, 
as if I was going through withdrawals. 
The mornings were worse than the 
evenings, and I was honestly hard to 
be around. However, I succeeded in 
giving it up. After a semester, I decided 
I	missed	 it,	 and	 I	 had	 played	with	 fire	
enough to know my limits. I didn’t miss 
the side effects of overdrinking it, but I 
did miss the warmth it gave me or “the 
awake feeling” I had after one cup. This 
was when I thought about moderation. 
Lifehacker says black coffee can be 
beneficial	if	you	drink	it	sparingly,	“Even	
though coffee in moderate amounts is 
good for you, drinking way too much of 
it can still be harmful.” 
 Many times people form 
addictions by overeating or too often 
drinking something they love. I knew I 
could not be the same person who had 
all of those terrible side effects from 
overdrinking coffee. Since I decided to 
drink coffee two to three times a week, 
as opposed to twice a day, I now feel 
much closer to normal, and I would 
encourage	 any	 coffee	 aficionado	 to	
analyze their caffeine consumption. 

Culture Shock for an 
International Student
by Dasa Rosca

 It feels as if it was only yesterday 
that I was waiting anxiously at the U.S. 
embassy in the Republic of Moldova, 
a small country in between Romania 
and Ukraine, to receive my student 
Visa, totally unprepared for the journey 
I was about to begin. I was looking 
forward to the new experience, and 
trying to ignore the fact that with new 
experiences, new challenges arise. My 
somewhat reserved personality did not 
make this journey any easier. In addition, 
my values and my mindset – completely 
molded by the communist regime that 
dominated my country while growing 
up – were challenged at all levels. The 
transition from my country’s academic 
system to the new one was refreshing 
in some ways and amusing in others. 
My biggest confusion did not come 
while trying to transition from the 
metric system, or while trying to 
understand that 32 degrees Fahrenheit 
is 0 degrees Celsius. It was when I 
found myself surrounded by a bunch 
of people wearing, well, pajamas. The 
dress code here compared to Moldova 
is unbelievably different. Moldovan 
dress code is much stricter, as you 
would not even be allowed on the 
school territory wearing anything close 
to pajamas. I believe that is a challenge 
I still have not taken on while being a  
student here at AUM. 

 Unfortunately, my introverted 
personality and lack of engagement 
in student activities also kept me away 
from forming real friendships. After 
discussing this with other international 
students, I realized that many of 
them describe their friendships as 

superficial	 compared	 to	 the	 bonds	
they were able to have back in  
their home country.
  Some of the things I am still 
trying to comprehend are the extreme 
sensitiveness that students have 
towards race and religion, the little 
interest they show in politics and their 
somewhat limited knowledge about 
other countries and cultures. 
 I do admire the relationship 
between faculty and students here at 
AUM.	I	find	it	refreshing	to	see	that	the	
freedom of expression is encouraged 
in the classroom, and that the faculty is 
so willing to help students get the most 
out of their education. This is refreshing 
because the school system in my 
country is still in a huge need of an 
update. Teachers there are to be treated 
as your superiors, and if the students 
are willing to express themselves they 
had better have the perfect and correct 
answer in order to do so. 
 Being an international student 
often means double the work load, 
having your name mispronounced all 
day long and having to repeat yourself 
a few times before being understood 
because of the heavy accent – not to 
mention the daily question: to wear 
pajamas or not to wear pajamas? 
Through it all though, the amazing 
impact such a journey has on your life  
makes it all worthwhile. 

 

Student Dasa Rosca moved from the Republic of 
Moldova to study here at AUM.



 Just like the iPhone that you 
spend countless hours on needs to 
be recharged at the end of the day, 
you also have to recharge. As sleep-
deprived college students, most of 
this takes place on weekends and over 
holiday	 breaks	 when	 Netflix	 binge-
watching sessions and sleeping until 
noon occurs; some students even 
refresh in between classes with quick 
power naps. However, while physically 
recharging is important, many believe 
that spiritual rejuvenation is even more 
essential. 

 

 Spiritual recharging not only 
takes place on an individual level, 
but in the context of community as 
well. Community in a spiritual sense 
is most often thought of as the church 
or religious center one attends, but 
community also takes place outside the 
walls of those buildings. In an attempt to 
provide an environment for a spiritually 
uplifting community to thrive within the 
AUM student population, psychology 
major Jade Sasser founded a new 
campus organization called Recharge. 
 According to the organization’s 
mission statement, “Recharge is a non-
denominational student led ministry 
with the mission to bring the true love 
of Jesus Christ to the campus of Auburn 
University at Montgomery.” Sasser 
describes Recharge as the USB cord of 
a phone charger. “Jesus is the power 

Recharge: 
Finding Spiritual 
Replenishment at 
AUM
by Rachael Fairchild

by Kalen Huggins

outlet, the church is the wall adapter, 
we are the USB cable, and the students 
are the phone,” Sasser says. “Our goal 
is to help them connect with others on 
campus	 and	 find	 a	 church	 community	
outside of ourselves as well.”
 At meetings, students are 
greeted by enthusiastic Recharge 
leaders, tasty snacks and a room full 
of other students ready to spend an 
hour in community. They begin with 
prayer and a short devotional from a 
Recharge leader, followed by group 
discussions where students can share 
their personal thoughts, hardships and 
questions openly.
 When I personally attended 
my	 first	 Recharge	 meeting,	 I	 was	
so excited to be greeted with such 
acceptance and enthusiasm but also 
extremely nervous about sharing my 
own struggles and thoughts when it 
came time for the group discussions. 
However, as I listened to others share 
with such vulnerability and courage, my 
skepticism quickly disappeared. I left 
my	 first	 meeting	 feeling	 encouraged,	
uplifted and with a renewed sense of 
hope for the busy weeks ahead. It was 
incredible to see that students from 
other majors, cultures and walks of life 
share in my struggles. 
 Sasser wants students to know 
that you are not obligated to share 
and that you do not have to believe in 
God to come to a meeting. “It is okay 
if you don’t believe what we believe,” 
Sasser says. “We won’t be offended 
by that; we just want to love others 
and give you a different option to 
 relax and recharge.”
 As the spring semester 
continues, Sasser and other Recharge 
leaders have big plans for the upcoming 
meetings and are excited to meet every 
student who walks through the door at 
meetings. I personally hope that you 
will take a chance and choose to start 
each week by recharging with this new 
campus community. 
 Recharge meets every Sunday 
evening at 6 p.m. in room 109 of 
Goodwyn Hall. For more information  
about upcoming meetings, events 
or questions about Recharge, please 
email recharge4jesus@gmail.com. 
 haven’t been able 
to do that as much because 
there are limited sidewalks,”  
he said. 
 Before getting to where he is 

Undeclared 
is Understandable

 We all have those friends who 
came into college knowing exactly what 
they were planning on doing with their 
lives. “I want to be a doctor, I want to go 
to law school, I’m going to be a teacher,” 
I was never one of those determined 
people. In fact, I was the total opposite. 
The word “major” brought involuntary 
tears to my eyes and chills up my spine. 
The most thought I put into my future 
after graduating high school was where 
I was going to attend college, and even 
that was a daunting task. I thought that 
choosing a major would come naturally 
– that one day I would wake up and 
just know what I wanted to spend the 
rest of my days doing, and what my 
real purpose was. Waiting until the 
summer before college started turned 
into waiting until my second year. It 
never came to me, and that’s okay. 
I also watched many of my friends, 
some of who had what seemed like set 
plans, change majors multiple times. 
According to the National Center for 
Education	Statistics,	“about	80	percent	
of students in the United States end 
up changing their major at least once. 
On average, college students change 
their major at least three times over the 
course of their college career!”
 Needless to say, it is perfectly 
fine	 to	 explore	 options	 and	 further	
your learning on subjects that interest 
you,	even	if	 they	don’t	seem	to	fit	 into	
a career path. Julie Valdez, Undeclared 
Major Advisor at AUM, has helped many 
students	on	 their	path	 to	finding	what	
interests them most, myself included. 
“The biggest mistake I see is declaring 
a major that a student is unsure of for 
the purpose of just having a declared 
major,” Valdez said.
 In addition to Valdez, there are 
many free resources available that can 
aid a student in their decision-making, 
such as the Career Development 
Center in Taylor 323 and the FOCUS 2 
online, which asks a series of questions 
regarding your interests and computes 
careers	that	may	be	a	good	fit	for	you.	
These were extremely useful to me 
in my quest for a major. In addition to 
assessing my interests, I put a lot of 

Recharge meets every Sunday evening at 6 p.m. 
in room 109 of Goodwyn Hall.



thought into what I am good at, and 
what I enjoy doing. I also made a list 
of my weaknesses and dislikes. I then 
looked at the list of majors on the AUM 
website and what classes they required. 
While	 all	 of	 this	 was	 beneficial,	 what	
made the most difference was realizing 
that declaring a major does not box you 
in or prevent you from pursuing other 
things. Simply having a degree opens 
up opportunities that you may not 
otherwise have. You also do not have 
to	be	fixated	on	how	much	money	you	
will make upon graduating. While that 
is important to keep in mind, it should 
not be the key factor in your decision. 
  

 Here at AUM, a student can 
remain an undeclared major for the 
first	 41	 hours	 of	 their	 college	 career.	
If	 they	 are	 full	 time,	 or	 taking	 12-18	
credit hours a semester, that computes 
to be 3+ semesters to think while they 
finish	their	core	curriculum.	In	addition,	
unnecessary classes can almost always 
be used as electives or toward one’s 
minor. So, next time you’re at a family 
gathering and the hot topics around 
the dinner table are your love life and 
your major, don’t sweat about not 
having all of the answers. Your future 
is for you and only you to decide, and 
you	 have	 plenty	 of	 time	 to	 figure	 out	
which	 career	 field	 you	 are	 the	best	 fit	
for. Good luck!

Parking on Campus: 
Still Under 
Construction 
by Nick Manoliu

 Construction that has had 
half of North Parking Lot one, by the 
duck pond, fenced off for months is 
scheduled to be completed in August. 
Once	 finished,	 the	 fenced	 section	 of	
the parking lot will be reopened to 
those with general parking privileges. 
 With the recent introduction 
of the $30 parking permits at AUM, 
parking policy in general has become a 
sensitive	topic.	Many	students	may	find	
themselves instantly wondering, “if I’m 
paying for parking that has always been 
free, am I guaranteed a spot?” With a 
new dorm being built, some may even 
wonder if AUM is going to become 
more like Auburn, where parking is a 
mythical unicorn amongst a mass of 
bloodthirsty students competing for 
glory in a tiny arena. While the limited 
space is a genuine concern among 
some teachers and students, AUM Chief 
Campus	 Services	 Officer	 Daryl	 Morris	
said it is important to understand that 
AUM is not to that point, yet. 

 
 Since the beginning of 
construction on the new dorm, 
conveniently available parking has 
been less plentiful. With less parking, 
students and teachers have been 
feeling the effects and growing 
anxious. According to Chief Morris, 
“the parking problem is more about 
convenience than lack of space.” He 
went on to say that AUM is actively 
working toward better general parking 
accommodations already. Recently, 
AUM converted approximately 62 
faculty-only parking spaces to general 
parking. Of these 62, 19 are in Moore 
Hall parking lot, 13 are in the Wellness 

Center parking lot and 30 are in the 
Physical	 Education	 parking	 lot	 next	 to	
the tennis courts. 
 Additionally, parking for the 
new dorm is not expected to interfere 
with general parking, but will rely on 
the extra space in the North Commons 
parking lot instead. The Wellness 
Center parking lot is switching to two-
hour, non-overnight parking, to free up 
space. More metered parking spaces 
are set to be installed for convenience, 
with currently installed units becoming 
active in, “about a month, when signage 
arrives,” Chief Morris said.
 Some students have 
critiqued the fact that residents can 
purchase general parking permits for 
convenience, despite already having 
resident parking included with housing. 
Given that general parking permits 
do not allow users to park in resident 
parking lots, some see the policy as 
a possible problem. “When I have to 
drive from Wetumpka to get to class, I 
need that general parking space more 
than the person that has a resident spot 
already,” senior Kirston Hinz remarked, 
“even if it is only a dozen residents 
doing it, unnecessarily, that’s a dozen 
spaces people like me can’t get.” Chief 
Morris said this prospect has been 
acknowledged and, while currently a 
nonissue, it would be addressed if it 
became a problem.
 The New residence hall, which 
is scheduled to open in August, will 
house 204 students. When asked about 
the prospect of a parking garage, 
Chief Morris said, “it’s not going to 
happen right now, but the idea hasn’t 
been ruled out for the future.” There is 
currently no plan for the construction 
of a new, general parking area on AUM 
campus.

There are 41 credit hours of core curriculum that have 
to be taken regardless of when you declare a major. 
Photo by Destiny Richards.

The fenced off section of North Parking Lot one is set to 
be reopened in August. Photo courtesy of Nick Manoliu.



Warhawk 
Squawk

For the entire month of January, people 
were enthralled with the idea of winning 
to $1.5 billion Powerball.  
Students were asked: If you would have 
won the $1.5 billion Powerball, what 
would you do with the money?

By Matthew Robinson



A: “I would pay off all of my loans 
and use the remaining $2.75 to 
buy a loaded baked potato griller 
from Taco Bell.”

-Jonathan Nguyen
Senior
Math and Computer Science

A: “I would pay off all my debts 
and give to charity.”

-Kiersten Mattox
Sophomore
Public Relations



A: “I would save the money and 
start a college fund for my son.”

 -Hannah Alexander
Sophomore
Early	Childhood	Education	

A: ”I would build an evil lair.”

-Derrick Gates
Junior
English

A: “If I would have won the 
Powerball, I would pay off all 
of my loans and use the rest 
of the money to buy a meal  
at	Chick-fil-A.”

-Olivia Garnett
Junior
Early	Childhood	Education
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